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A word from the Commanding Officer
The Queen’s Own Yeomanry (QOY) is a Reserve 
Light Cavalry Regiment with Squadrons located 
across the North of England. We are closely 
linked to our paired Regular Regiment, The Light 
Dragoons; and have only recently returned from 
joint operations with them. The QOY attract highly 
motivated individuals across all paths of civilian 
life, from archaeologists to trainee astronauts; 
but also many ex-regular soldiers and officers. 
As a reserve component operating on the Jackal 
platform, we offer credible resilience to the 
Defence, both on operations overseas and at home 

in times of national crisis. The opportunities are 
incredibly exciting but places are limited. If you feel 
you have what it takes be part of this incredible 
team, become physically and mentally robust – 
then the Yeomanry just might be for you.

Current Role
Queen’s Own Yeomanry Reservists are highly 
trained cavalry soldiers who operate well ahead of 
other forces, monitoring enemy troops and feeding 
intelligence back to commanders. The tools of 
our trade include high-tech weaponry, thermal 
imaging equipment, and the latest digital battlefield 
communications systems. They get around using 
the Jackal armoured vehicles, but they’re equally at 
home on foot. QOY has a rich history and prides itself 
on the traditions and ethos of its forebears. 

Background
The Queen’s Own Yeomanry was created on 1 April 
1971, when five Yeomanry units from across the 
Midlands, the North of England and South West 
Scotland came together to form the 2nd Armoured 
Car Regiment. Soldiers from the Regiment have 
served in Afghanistan and Iraq. Most recently our 
Reserves have trained alongside our paired Regular 
Army counterparts and friends The Light Dragoons 
serving in Eastern Europe and North Africa. 

“I am finding that the Army Reserve are 
presenting me with lots of opportunities that I 
would not have experienced in my civilian life”



Talking Heads
Cpl Ieuan Davies - A Squadron  
The Queens Own Yeomanry 
I joined the Army Reserves in November 2016 
after transferring across from the Regular 
Army. During my full-time service, I crewed 
the Challenger 2 main battle tank whilst being 

based in Germany. Throughout my time in the forces, I have 
managed to travel all over the world.

Transferring into the Army Reserve into a Light Cavalry role was 
certainly new for myself after operating on tanks, however I 
saw this as an opportunity to gain new skills and experiences. 
Fortunately, I had already acquired my Cat C driving licence, so 
I was able to progress quite quickly. Within my first year I had 
already qualified to command an RWIMIK Land Rover and then 
the Jackal reconnaissance vehicle. 

Throughout my time in the Army Reserve, I have continued to 
push and develop myself. I promoted to the Rank of Corporal 
shortly after becoming a vehicle commander and found myself 
employed as a Troop Corporal. I always say that you get out 
of the reserve what you put in, when you get the opportunity 
such as taking part in adventure training, deploying overseas 
on exercises and operations and gaining new skills and 
qualifications then you should take it. 

Capt M R Oakeley - Training Officer
I joined the Queen’s Own Yeomanry in 2017 as 
a Troop Leader, after two years with Liverpool 
University Officers’ Training Corps. During my 
time with the Army Reserve, I have gained 
numerous qualifications and have enjoyed 

both dismounted training and exercises mounted on the Jackal 
platform. I have completed two Cambrian Patrols, and overseas 
training has taken me to Croatia, Cyprus, France and Malta, as 
well as an international conference in Finland.

I enjoy my sport and adventure training, so have led expeditions 
for sailing and diving, competed in the Yeomanry ski 
championships and represented the Army Reserve in various 
equestrian disciplines. Since promoting to Captain, I have now 
taken on the role of Training Officer, planning and delivering 
training for C Squadron. I have balanced my Army Reserve career 
alongside Veterinary studies, and I welcome the great differences 
between my civilian and military work. The best aspects for me are 
the challenges and the variety of opportunities and experiences 
that the Regiment and wider Army offers.

Pte Lee Povey - RLC Chef
During the VE Day celebrations in 2020, I had the 
honour of meeting and speaking with veteran’s 
and was inspired to join my local Army Reserve 
regiment. Four months later I was taking the oath 
of allegiance and starting the journey to what has 

already become one of the most enjoyable times of my life as 
I progress towards becoming qualified as a trained military chef 
responsible for supporting my unit on exercises and operations. 
I have been in the Reserves now for nine months. I have 
completed both parts of my phase 1 basic soldier training, 
earning the award for the best shot on the course. I have also 
completed a two week radio operators’ course and recently 
joined our Squadron recruiting team.

I am about to go on the Jackal driver course and the week  
after that will be going on to the first of my army chef courses.  
In the short term, I also aim to pass my minibus driving licence 
and gain the experience required to enable me to get on to the 
second phase of my chef’s courses. Joining the Army Reserve 
and taking advantage of the opportunities on offer has been a 
great experience.

Opportunities
The Regiment recruits both males and females into 
various roles including:

• Armoured Corps Officer
• Reconnaissance Soldier Light Cavalry Crewman
• Combat Medical Technician (CMT)
• Physical Training Instructor
• Chef
• HR Specialist
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If you’d like more 
information about 
your local unit and how 
you can get involved:

A (Yorkshire Yeomanry) 
Squadron 
Yeomanry Barracks, 
Fulford Road, 
York, 
YO10 4ES 
Contact: 01904 620320 

B (The Duke of 
Lancaster’s Own 
Yeomanry) Squadron 
Kearsley House, 
Canal Street, 
Wigan, 
WN7 6NQ 
Contact: 01942 248882

C (Cheshire Yeomanry) 
Squadron 
Fox Barracks, 
Liverpool Road, 
Chester, 
CH2 4BU 
Contact: 01244 381050

D (Northumberland 
Hussars) Squadron 
Fenham Barracks, 
Barracks Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, 
NE2 4NP 
Contact: 07971890713

The Regiment is part of 4th Infantry 
Brigade and Headquarters North East. 
It is part of the Royal Armoured Corps 
and consists of four squadrons:

QOY-0GroupMailbox@mod.gov.uk 

07971 698463

TheQOY1

@The QOY1

@TheQOY1


